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half an hour after two. This laughing cured Eigby of politeness and he set down to whisk, had Winnington10 for his partner, and was as charmingly brutal as my Lady herself can think Winnington ". He turn'd my Lady and my Lord Stair12 out of the winning places, with as little ceremony as he would my Lady Blandls and Dick Edgcumbe. While all this was passing, and that was the whole evening, Lady Susan Keck14 was haranguing Dr Shaw15 on her palsy at the end of the room: we lost all patience, and wrote a card to her to know how she did.
I dined with my Lady and Lady Susan tother day at my Lord Stair's. Scandal says that I drank every bumper my Lord Dumfrieslu fill'd me, and went home very sick. Dont believe this, for the two ladies sat as long as I, and were perfectly sober. I was mightily pleas'd with feeding by instinct a great fat dog that my Lord Stan? calls Horace, from his loving dispatches. With his great good breeding he did not care I should know the dog's name; but he was as much pleas'd as I was, when he found how little I was shock'd with the freedom he took with my uncle ". I beg'd Horace and Patapan18 might be acquainted ; but I am afraid
10  See note 4 on letter to Mann of     1712 in a duel with Lord Mohun); Oct. 22, 1741; and letter to Mann     she married (1736) Anthony Tracy of April 25,1746, announcing Win-      Keck, of Great Tew, Oxon. nington's death.                                       15 Peter Shaw   (1649-1763), phy-
11  He was, in Walpole's  words,      sician,   and  editor   of  the   Philo-1 declared cicisbeo to my Lady Town-     sopJiical Works of Bacon and Boyle, shend.'                                                      lfl William     Dalrymple-Crichton
13 John    Dalrymple   (1673-1747),      (d. 1762), nephew of second Earl of
second Earl of Stair (see note 2 on     Stair, succeeded  as fifth   Earl  of
letter to Mann of March 22, 1742).         Dumfries in 1742, on the death of his
13  Lady Prances Heneage Finch     mother, Penelope, Countess of Dum-(d. 1759), youngest daughter of first     fries in her own right, and as fourth Earl of Aylesford; she married (1716)     Earl of Stair in 1760, on the death Sir John  Bland, fifth Baronet, of     of his brother.
Kippax (d. 1743).   Her son, Sir John        17 See above, note 7.
Bland, sixth Baronet, the notorious        18 Walpole's dog, which   he   ac-
gambler, died unmarried.                      quired in Italy in 1741, and which
14  Lady Susan Hamilton (d. 1766),     gave the title to his tale Patapan, or youngest: daughter of James, fourth     the Little White Dog (see above, note 5 Duke of Hamilton (who was killed in     on Letter 18).lla land.                                                   died unmarried in 1748 a Baronet in 1755, and was succeeded by his son, Peniston, who was created (1770) first Baron and (1781) Viscount Melbourne, in the peerage of Ireland.
